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Headteacher’s Welcome
Welcome to Cardinal Heenan Catholic High School, a school in the heart of the
Liverpool community, where we aim to work together to be happy, healthy, stay safe,
enjoy our learning and achieve well. We aim to help students to show respect for
themselves and others; to believe in their own potential, and to achieve their very best.
As the Headteacher of the Cardinal Heenan Catholic High School, I believe that it is
our duty to find and develop the full potential of every child and I am committed to
offering every student the richest possible academic, pastoral and spiritual experience
throughout every aspect of his school life.
I want your child to do his best academically and I will expect no less. I want your
child to become a socially responsible and good citizen. I want him to take pride in
his appearance and how he conducts himself in school. I want him to be happy and
enjoy school because I know that if he does, he will do well.

“

Cardinal Heenan Catholic High School has a reputation in the community for
providing an excellent quality of education and high achievement on the part of our
students both academically and in sport. I am very proud of our students and nothing
gives me greater pleasure than seeing the culmination of all the students’ and staff
efforts in their GCSE, BTEC and A level results.
I am looking forward to a very bright future at Cardinal Heenan Catholic High School
and would like to invite you to be a part of it.
Contained in this prospectus is just a fraction of what the school has to offer your child.
Please take time to browse through it and see a school that we are immensely proud of.
K Smyth
Headteacher

The headteacher is bold, leads by example and
articulates a clear vision to the school community
Ofsted 2016

”

A Place to Learn
We provide a welcoming and safe
environment where every pupil can:

Our new school environment includes:
4 purpose built all-weather Astroturf pitches

Enjoy the experience of school and learning

We provide:
 edicated teaching staff who promote learning
D
across the range of ability

Purpose built 3G area
 eel secure, happy and valued, regardless of
F
age, ability, race or social background
 evelop a sense of self-confidence, tolerance,
D
self-esteem and value for others
L earn self-discipline and the need for personal
responsibility
 ecognise the need for moral values and respect
R
for others in the school and the wider community
L earn and apply the Gospel values of tolerance,
forgiveness and consideration
 njoy working in a stimulating, attractive and
E
well-resourced environment

Extensive playing fields
Purpose built sports hall
 urpose built Lifestyles gymnasium containing
P
state-of-the-art fitness machines and equipment
Purpose built Drama studios and stage
Purpose built Music suite
I CT rooms
Purpose built and dedicated Sixth Form rooms
 ll classrooms with interactive Promethean
A
Boards

 ell qualified teaching staff who use data to track
W
student progress and monitor achievement
 hallenging targets to motivate students to reach
C
their potential
 arly identification of our Gifted and Talented
E
students
 hallenge and support for our Gifted and
C
Talented students
 supportive SEN department with committed
A
teaching assistants
 timulating lessons catering for the needs of all
S
our students

Well-equipped subject departments

 xperienced pastoral staff to support behaviour
E
and academic progress

 pacious, modern catering facilities offering
S
a range of nutritious hot and cold food

 upportive and caring relationships between staff
S
and students

 chool chapel area available throughout
S
the day for quiet reflection and prayer

A Place to Enjoy
We encourage students to get involved in:

We want students to enjoy lessons
by being involved in:

Rock
Band

Guitar Club

Group
work, paired work and individual work


A
 range of sports teams (football, rugby, cricket)

DJ-ing


Sporting activities (boxing, badminton, table
tennis, mini tennis, running/fitness)

Battle of the Bands

Duke of Edinburgh

Active
Sports lessons


Drama Club
Theatre
projects


Healthy
for Life


Drama productions

Lifestyles
Gym


Musical
productions


Ski trips

Private music tuition

Football
trips


School
Council


Theatre visits

Charity
Events


School
Band


Literacy
Mentors Scheme


Steel Band

“

Teachers build strong relationships
with pupils to aid learning
Ofsted 2016

Active Drama lessons
Practical
Technology and Science lessons

Creative Art, Music and Media lessons
Stimulating
debate in PSHE

Widening
their experiences through History, RE,

Geography and Languages
Challenging
English and Mathematics lessons


Trips in U.K. and abroad

School Choir

Challenging activities aimed at developing
independent thinkers

”

Sports College Status
Cardinal Heenan is a Specialist Sports College, which
means we are a recognised centre of excellence for the
provision of first-class sporting facilities and opportunities for
our pupils.
Our school teams regularly appear in a range of sports
tournaments and competitions at district, county, regional
and national level, often with great success!
Our physical education staff offer expert support to the very
highest level, training students in clubs before school, at
lunchtimes and after school.
We place an emphasis in promoting sport in our community.
Opportunities present themselves to our own pupils to
gain a range of experiences, skills and qualifications as
sports leaders as they lead teams of children from the local
community in sporting activities.

Transition
We want all students to feel excited and confident
about coming to Cardinal Heenan Catholic High
School and to feel welcome when they arrive.
Our transition programme includes:
Meeting your Form Tutor before arriving in September
Taster
Days for Years 5 and 6

Dedicated
programme in Year 6 for students who may

find Transition difficult
Open
Evenings for Year 5 & 6 students

A dedicated Parents’ Evening for Year 6 students and
parents
Early
identification of Gifted & Talented pupils and

pupils with Special Needs
Primary school links through ‘The West Derby
Celebration of Music’, sporting and other activities
Summer school at Cardinal Heenan in the holidays
before Year 7

Summer School

Summer School

“

My son really enjoyed his transition days
in the school. I am very confident that he
will be happy here and I am so pleased
that we chose Cardinal Heenan…

”

Pastoral Care
Pastoral care at Cardinal Heenan is provided by a year team system. Your son will
have a form tutor and a year head. There is also a progress leader attached to
each year group. We do our best to provide continuity of pastoral care by ensuring
that your son has the same form tutor and year head in each of his Key Stages.
This enables the year head and form tutor to get to know your son, his strengths
and his needs very well. In the event of any problems or difficulties, usually it will
be your son’s form tutor to whom he, or you as his parents, might turn first.
The school chaplain provides spiritual support for our youngsters and is often
a source of help for a child experiencing emotional stress. She is located in the
chapel.
The progress leaders support and are a listening ear to pupils when they are
experiencing difficulties. Progress leaders also do their best to ensure that these
difficulties do not impact on the pupils’ academic progress.
We have a further network of support for pupils through a youth worker, a trained
counsellor and an attendance officer.

We ensure contact between pastoral staff and pupils by:
Morning
registration

Fortnightly
PSHE

assemblies
Weekly

Year head visits to classrooms during the day

Students have opportunities to:
Become
form stars

Represent
their class by being on student council

Contribute
through good attendance/behaviour/work

to form of the week competitions
Take
part in inter-form competitions

Represent their school by being part of Student Voice

Curriculum
Within the variety of subjects that are offered
within the school your son will experience:
Exciting and stimulating learning opportunities
Supportive
and dedicated staff to guide them

through each Key Stage
Lessons
that develop lively and enquiring minds,

physical skills, the ability to think, question and
argue rationally
Both
mixed ability and set classes

Close
tracking and monitoring of progress


Working in partnership with parents, we
want to make sure the school experience is
what you want for your child, involving you in
all aspects of your child’s learning:

Assemblies
Sports
Awards evenings


A home school agreement

Newsletters

Reporting
regularly on progress


Merits
given on IRIS


Communication via the Student Planner

Displaying
achievements


Communication via IRIS
Meetings
at Parents’ Evenings and Open Evenings

Communication via Show my Homework

Two weeks each term devoted to assessment and
measuring your child’s progress in each of his
subjects

Parents’
Meetings dedicated to providing specific

information and advice regarding examinations

A variety of qualifications to suit your child’s
needs

Opportunities for parental feedback on events via
questionnaires

Home revision and study guides that target your
child’s needs

Regular updates through the school website

A
 supportive transition from KS2 to KS3 then KS3
to KS4 and KS4 to KS5

We celebrate success through:

The school website
Rewards


Form
tutor support and contact

Class
teacher support and contact


An
 understanding of the world in which they live
An
 appreciation of the need to accept, appreciate
and value other individuals, cultures and religions
An
 appreciation of the Gospel values of
tolerance, forgiveness and consideration
Careers advice
Work
experience opportunities, industry days


“

Teachers establish an environment
where pupils want to learn and feel
comfortable to ask questions and
offer their thoughts and ideas
Ofsted 2016

”

School Life

Year 7 food technology

Year 8 Design Technology

Year 8 science

Lunch time table tennis

School Life

A successful experiment in Year 8 science!

Year 8 design technology

Coming to school on a sunny day

School Prize Nights

Assistant Headteacher Miss Kewley
congratulates a prize winner

KS3 prize winners

Just some of our many prize winners

KS4 Science prize winners

Ready for the Future - Sixth Form
We want your child to stay on in our Sixth Form
to pursue a higher education.
We offer:
A
 supportive application process
A
 variety of A level subjects including, amongst others, English Language,
English Literature, Mathematics, Further Mathematics, History, ICT, Biology,
Chemistry, Physics, Drama, Psychology, Philosophy & Ethics

The
opportunity to become School Head Boy


BTEC
subjects including Sport, ICT, Business Studies, Drama


Involvement
in the school council


A
 professional and friendly environment

An
 exciting and extensive enrichment programme

A
 mixed Sixth Form

Opportunities
to acquire leadership skills by working with pupils in KS3 and 4


Dedicated and Knowledgeable teaching staff

A
 new purpose built Sixth Form Centre

Supportive
form tutors


An extensive Sixth Form Study area

Excellent
careers guidance and UCAS support


A
 Sixth Form cafeteria and spacious canteen area

Expert
and friendly Learning Mentor support


A
 Sixth Form that is part of the Cardinal Heenan community

The opportunity to be part of the sixth form committee

“

Sixth Form learners are prepared
well for future employment and
higher education
Ofsted 2016

”

Ethos & Values
At Cardinal Heenan Catholic High School, we believe that all students should
be rounded individuals who are encouraged to develop in all areas of their
life – academic, personal and spiritual. The school prides itself on our ethos of
“Respect, Believe, Achieve”. Our talented and dynamic staff offer a curriculum
which encourages our pupils to respect the achievements of themselves and others;
believe in their ability to succeed and grow, and, therefore, achieve, in all that they
set out to do.
We are a Catholic school and we try to keep at the front of our minds the teachings
of Christ. We put our faith into practice by active involving our staff and pupils in
prayer, worship and liturgy. We also believe that our school should be at the heart
of our community. We know that many of our students will live and work in that
community when they leave us. We want our students to be responsible, successful
and happy members of that community, who live out the Gospel teachings when
they move on and out into life outside. To that end, they are taught the Christian
values of tolerance, forgiveness and consideration.

Industry Day

We are also a school that puts great emphasis on the importance of sport. This
is not just in the fields of sporting prowess. We believe that, through sport, many
of our youngsters learn such valuable life skills as co-operating and working with
others. Through sporting links with the community their lives are enriched and they
are empowered with skills and knowledge that help them in future job market.
We expect a partnership between parents, students and staff that maintains a caring
and supportive community which places each student at the heart of their education
in Cardinal Heenan Catholic High School.

CARDINAL HEENAN
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
A SPORTS COLLEGE

“

God calls you to make definitive choices, and He
has a plan for each of you: to discover that plan
and to respond to your vocation is to move
toward personal fulfilment
Pope Francis

”
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