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Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you have had a joyful Christmas and are looking ahead to a more positive year in 2021.
I have delayed sending a message about students returning to school after the Christmas break until I had further
information from the DfE.
You will be aware that Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for Education, recently announced updated plans for the
return of secondary school students in January. The government has decided to extend the staggered return of
students to give more time for the rollout of testing. The intention is to find asymptomatic cases and therefore break
the chains of transmission, making it as safe as possible to return to face-to-face education. Thus, the directive is as
follows:
•
•
•
•

Schools should take time in the week commencing 4th January 2021 to prepare to deliver the testing of all
consenting staff and pupils.
In the week commencing 4th January 2021, secondary schools should only provide on-site education to
vulnerable children and children of critical workers, and to prioritise remote education to those in examination
years, such as Years 11 and 13.
In the week commencing 11th January 2021, secondary schools should provide on-site education to vulnerable
children, children of critical workers and those in examination years, and provide some remote education to
all other pupils.
From 18th January 2021, all pupils should return to on-site education.

I have already heard from many of you asking for a place for your son, as you are key workers. Please understand that
your son may not have any direct learning from his teachers in the week beginning 4th January. Could you please email
me if your child is intending to return on Tuesday 5th January. (k.smyth@cardinal-heenan.org.uk). It will be a great
help if you, as a key worker, could arrange to have your son tested prior to his return on 5th January and provide us
with proof of a negative result.
A large number of Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 students have external examinations over the next few weeks. We will be in
contact with those students to advise and arrange support in advance of their examinations.
I apologise for the inconvenience this may cause but we are following the official guidance to ensure the safety of the
community. We will continue to provide a full education programme for students at home through Synergy and
Microsoft Teams.
In terms of the plans to test students, I have no information to provide at present but rest assured no student will be
tested without parental consent. Further information about testing will be sent out next week.

You will be aware that this is a fast-moving situation and all the above details are subject to change if the government
publishes further guidance. I will contact you if there are any new guidelines provided by the DfE.
Many thanks for your understanding and hopefully with the arrival of the second vaccine, as announced yesterday,
things will improve early in the new year.
Yours sincerely

Ms K Smyth
Headteacher

