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WEEK 23

LENT - FORGIVENESS

(Monday 1st – Friday 5th March 2021

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:
"'I can forgive but I cannot forget'
is only another way of saying, 'I will not forgive'."
QUIZ QUESTION:
What is the name of Jesus’ Mother?
(Answer = Mary)

MISSION STATEMENT FOCUS:
This week we try to live out our Mission Statement
by considering how we are,
“Building relationships with each other based on the teaching of Christ
found in St Luke’s Gospel,
‘Do to others as you would have them do to you.’”
Monday 1st March
In 1973 Marian Partington’s younger sister, Lucy, disappeared from a
Gloucester bus stop after visiting a friend. Twenty years later, the
gruesome discoveries at 25 Cromwell Street revealed that Lucy
Partington had been a victim of serial-killers Frederick and Rosemary
West. Frederick West committed suicide before the trial in 1995, while
Rosemary West was found guilty of ten murders and sentenced to life
imprisonment.
Marian decided that she would bring something positive out of this awful
situation. She decided while on a retreat to try and forgive the Wests.
She tried to understand Rosemary West who had been abused in her
own life. After many years she wrote a letter to Rosemary West and told
her that she forgave her. A warden replied , telling her that Rosemary
West went into a rage and insisted that he reply and tell Marian not to
write again.
Marian has spent her life working for the Forgiveness project, helping people to forgive.
Reflect
Why do you think people commit such horrendous crimes?
Why did Rose West react as she did to the letter?
PRAYER:
Father, when others have hurt us and we have hurt others, may we be ready and willing to put
things right, and not make things worse between us. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen
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Tuesday 2nd March
What does the Bible say about forgiveness?
Colossians 3:13
Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
Matthew 18:21-22
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I
forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"
Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven
times.
Matthew 6:14-15
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you
do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
These are just some of the things we find in the Bible about forgiveness.
When we are sorry for something, God has already forgiven us.


Are we as ready to forgive others and to show them mercy?

PRAYER:
God our friend, may we always be willing and prepared to forgive others, especially during this
season of Lent and Year of Mercy.
Amen
Wednesday 3rd March
Story About Two Sons
Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger son said to his father, ‘Give me
now the part of your property that I am supposed to receive someday.’ So the father divided
his wealth between his two sons.
“A few days later the younger son gathered up all that he had and left. He travelled far away to
another country, and there he wasted his money living like a fool. After he spent everything he
had, there was a terrible famine throughout the country. He was hungry and needed money.
So he went and got a job with one of the people who lived there. The man sent him into the
fields to feed pigs. He was so hungry that he wanted to eat the food the pigs were eating. But
no one gave him anything.
“The son realized that he had been very foolish. He thought, ‘All my father’s hired workers
have plenty of food. But here I am, almost dead because I have nothing to eat. I will leave and
go to my father. I will say to him: Father, I have sinned against God and have done wrong to
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. But let me be like one of your hired workers.’
So he left and went to his father.
The Younger Son Returns
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“While the son was still a long way off, his father saw him coming
and felt sorry for him. So he ran to him and hugged and kissed him.
The son said, ‘Father, I have sinned against God and have done
wrong to you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Hurry! Bring the best clothes
and put them on him. Also, put a ring on his finger and good
sandals on his feet. And bring our best calf and kill it so that we can
celebrate with plenty to eat. My son was dead, but now he is alive
again! He was lost, but now he is found!’ So they began to have a
party.
The Older Son Complains
“The older son had been out in the field. When he came near the
house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. So he called to
one of the servant boys and asked, ‘What does all this mean?’ The boy said, ‘Your brother has
come back, and your father killed the best calf to eat. He is happy because he has his son
back safe and sound.’
“The older son was angry and would not go in to the party. So his father went out and begged
him to come in. But he said to his father, ‘Look, for all these years I have worked like a slave
for you. I have always done what you told me to do, and you never gave me even a young
goat for a party with my friends. But then this son of yours comes home after wasting your
money on prostitutes, and you kill the best calf for him!’
“His father said to him, ‘Oh, my son, you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.
But this was a day to be happy and celebrate. Your brother was dead, but now he is alive. He
was lost, but now he is found.’”


How does this story teach us about forgiveness? What lessons can we learn from
this story?

PRAYER:
God our Father, forgive us for the things we should have done and did not do and help us to
show that same mercy and forgiveness to others. Through Christ our Lord,
Amen

Thursday 4th March

The forgiving mother
Jordyn Howe took his stepfather’s gun to school and accidentally shot Ady
Guzman-Jesus’s daughter, Lourdes, while showing the firearm to friends. Astonishing
the judge and community, Ady Guzman-Jesus not only forgave the boy but also asked
for him to get a lighter sentence, telling reporters that she believes her daughter would
have wanted it that way. Howe will only serve one year in a juvenile detention center,
and will visit local schools with Ady Guzman-Jesus to warn kids of the dangers of
guns.
If we think about “forgiveness”, we may remember that there is only one condition in
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the prayer of Jesus that we call the “Our Father”. The
condition is that we are forgiven as we set out to forgive those
who have hurt us.
On the cross, Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive.” There may be a
time in our lives that we can’t say those words because we
wouldn’t mean them. Perhaps then we can say:
“Father, I want to forgive.”


How easily do we forgive others?

PRAYER:
God our Father, give each one of us the strength of character to forgive those who trespass
against us.
Amen

Friday 6th March
“Before the rooster crows you will disown me three times.” John 13:21-38
Peter is going to get it wrong. He will deny that he knows Jesus. But after the resurrection,
Peter will be reconciled with Jesus. His experience will make him an even better leader.
We all get it wrong sometimes but it is okay as long as we repent and make a change.
In the following passage where the resurrected Jesus appears to Peter he is asked three times
if he loves Jesus. This echoes the three denials of Peter. Peter will remain faithful to Jesus up
to his death by crucifixion:
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon
son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he
said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." Again
Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered,
"Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my
sheep." The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you
love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do
you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I
love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself
and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else
will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go."Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by
which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!"
Prayer
Lord, help us to know that whatever we do wrong,
We are always held in your forgiving arms.
Amen

